
Onward Christian Soldiers

Ephesians 6:12-18



I. The Armor of Consistency (vv. 14-15)

A. Our loins girt about with truth. 

1. This was to prevent the tangling of feet 

HCSV says: Stand, therefore, with truth like a belt around your waist.

- John 17: 17, Sanctify them by Your truth.  Your word is truth.  

2. This calls us to truth; 

- John 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your 
father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the 
father of it.



B. The breastplate of righteousness.

1. Imputed righteousness

Romans 4:5, But to him who does not work but believes on Him 
who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for 
righteousness.

2. Imparted righteousness 

Romans 8:3-4, For what the law could not do in that it was 
weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in 
the flesh,
4that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in 
us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit.



3. Righteousness as demonstrated in our live

4. Self-righteousness

C. Our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.  

D. We are called to practice what we preach as well.



II. The Armor of Confidence (vv. 16-17)

A. The shield of Faith: or Confidence in Christ.

1. The lies of Satan:

2. Suffering and pain

3. The pride of life

4. The false accusations



B. The Helmet of Salvation.
1. We have a 'know-so-salvation'

2. Second, as a person thinks in his heart,

- The mind controls our actions.  

3. It is the mind of assurance that gives us confidence to stand. 

James1:6-8; But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who 
doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.
7For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the 
Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.



III. The Armor of Communication (vv. 17-19)

A. The Sword of the Spirit: the Word of God.

- John 16:8, And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, 
and of righteousness and of judgment.  

- John 14:26, But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you.  

- Acts 2:37, Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, 
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?”



B. It is by the Word we get our marching order.

Matthew 28:19-20

C. Neglect of the Bible brings defeat!

D. Praying always. (v.18)
- We communicate to God through prayer.  

- Paul said, "Pray without ceasing" (1 Thess. 5:17).

- We are to "pray in the Spirit"

- We are to "pray watchfully"

- We are to "pray with perseverance"

- We are to "pray for all the saints"



2 Timothy 2: 1-4

You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
2And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, 

commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
3You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
4No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this 

life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.



Our armor protects us as we advance:

The gates of Hell will not prevail again us!


